ABSTRACT INTRODUCTION
Ethnicity
Overall, Hispanic females showed the greatest increase in use of Tri-Rail for their trip making since 1991;
Annual Household Income
Since 1991, a greater percent of female riders are coming from households with lower annual incomes;
Education Level
No significant changes have occurred in the level of education of female riders since 1991;
Travel Frequency
The largest decline in usage is among the female riders who use the system 4 or more days per week;
Trip Purpose
The work trip purpose exhibited the largest decline among female riders since 1991;
Reason for Riding
Since 1991, fewer female riders indicated that the economy of riding the train was the reason for their use; and
Alternative Travel Mode
Driving as an alternative travel mode to Tri-Rail has shown the greatest decline among female riders since 1991.
SUMMARY
As more and more women enter the workforce and declines in federal, state, and local funding and ridership continue to occur, policy-makers, decision-makers, and transit providers such as Tri-Rail need to take a hard look at public transit's most captive rider, women, to address their specific mobility needs. The findings from the three on-board surveys as well as further market analysis should provide a basis for improving the mobility of women on all transit modes.
